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Afterschool programs strengthen communities 

At their most sophisticated, [afterschool programs] represent a dynamic, authentic school-community 
partnership that brings both public and private resources to bear in order to strengthen community, 
improve schools ’ effectiveness, and develop the potential of the young people they sen’e . 1 



Some say America’s attention to community is in decline. As people work longer hours, endure longer 
commutes, and have less time to socialize and join community organizations, they are not getting to kn ow their 
neighbors and communities. Schools exist in a vacuum, having little or no association with the surrounding 
neighborhood, and many neighborhoods lack safe places for youth to gather and socialize without parents being 
concerned about violence, drug use, abduction, traffic or other dangers. Afterschool programs are uniquely 
suited to fill this void and become America’s new neighborhood — a safe space for both kids and parents to 
gather to leam, play and connect. By giving schools, community based organizations and communities a sound 
investment in one another, afterschool programs have the power to reduce crime, increase safety, bring 
neighbors together, and foster community pride and ownership. 



Youth reap the benefits of safe, stable environments. 

A disconnected community is in jeopardy of becoming an unsafe community. Criminologist Robert J. Sampson 
asserts, “communities characterized by (a) anonymity and sparse acquaintanceship networks among residents, 
(b) unsupervised teenage peer groups and attenuated control of public space, and (c) a weak organizational base 
and low social participation in local activities face an increased risk of crime and violence.” Conversely, 
afterschool programs are proven to lower juvenile crime rates and generally improve neighborhoods, and not 
just by keeping youth occupied for a few hours every day. Afterschool programs help young people succeed by 
providing academic support and the chance to form meaningful relationships with adults from their community, 
and by encouraging them to get involved in their neighborhood through service projects. This support, these 
relationships and the benefits to the community create a mutually beneficial relationship of immeasurable value. 

• After the implementation of the city -wide San Diego 6 to 6 program, the San Diego Police Department’s 2001 report 
indicated that although overall crime increased 8.8 percent since 2000, juvenile arrests during after school hours were 
down 13.1 percent. The police chief specifically cited the 6 to 6 program as one of the primary factors responsible for 
this decrease. Additionally, the rates of juveniles as victims of violent crime during after school hours decreased 

1 1.7 percent from the previous year. 3 

• When young people form early connections with community groups through service activities, the groups themselves 
are often the beneficiaries. Y oung people can infuse a charity or civic group with energy and inspiration; become 
members of the volunteer force, staff, or board; help build awareness of the group’s mission throughout the community; 
and help an organization garner positive press and media attention. 4 

• Evaluations of the first two years of The After-School Corporation (TASC) programming found that students felt that 
participating in after-school improved their ability to maintain self-control and avoid fights. 5 



Afterschool programs bring communities together. 

In communities where at least 50 percent of the kids are participating in after-school programs, that 
community is five times more likely to be a healthy community because they are putting resources behind 
their children. -Grenae Dudley, executive director of the Youth Connection in Detroit. 6 

Schools and other organizations that invest in youth are prime facilitators of community connections. In 1935, 
when C.S. Mott and Frank Manley developed the model of the “lighted schoolhouse,” or a school that is a 



